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mud. The soil is so rich that it yields most fruitful crops and there is an abundance of live stock, especially horses. In the centre of the steppe region is OmsJc, the " capital of the steppes." In the neighbourhood of Omsk thousands of cattle are reared and a flourishing trade in butter is carried on.
Between Europe and Asia the Ural mountains must be crossed, but they are so low that they present no difficulties to the engineer. Once on the other side we are in the plain of European Russia. The European terminus of the line is Moscow, and the distance from Vladivostok to Moscow is between 4000 and 5000 miles. The long journey shows us a hilly forested region at one end and a flat fertile land at the other with a flattish forested region in the centre.
SIBERIAN PEASANT.